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2/3 Har 67 - Ah, finally! Tonight was the last night Bob Victor would he
here on his visft, end it was really werth the wait, It was & superb night!
we began our observations with the moon, Jupiter, and some ill-defined
corpuscular rays as we were finishing o hike at the Speedway trsilhead of
the Saguaro Nationa! Monument East. Then, sfter dinner (s good one. which
Bob prepared) we {raveled to [!aviu Lavg s, nrrwing ol sboutl 9:15 p.m.,, just
before moonsel. ’Z g
We began Lhe eveni using rn da, David's 16-inch telescope, 1o
survey some of the more prominent objects. M42, M46, M1, M51 (we noted Sy
no supernovae in the interspace between the goloxy regions, o8 had been -
rumored), and M104 a1l looked great. Then David inserted & nebular filler
and we all had a look 8t Lhe horsehead (Ray arrived at sbout this time). The _‘(
horsehead was unmistakably clear, although still quite fainl. Nice lo see L
this object again.
Then someone (could it have been me?) asked David if we could try to
see pHalley. He obtained the coordinetes vie modem, plotted its position
_ {hree separate times, and set to work trying to find it. 1t wasn't long before 4
~ he hod the field within the egepmeca E-eemg the comet would not prove to t:e i,

lying below the faint slar. | later learned that the apparent mullun | hm:l
observed yas northward (I didn't know the telescope orientation well
enough to tell independantly). This is the direction that pHalley is moving in
» . the sky.
= Al the end of the session, somewhat after | am., we viewed M13, _—
which, as you might guess, was marvelous. The structure of this cluster is ad/f
- something Lo behold in Devid's fine 16-inch. We also saw the fainl gelaxy
near to this ciuster. It was about the same magnitude as Halley, but was
not spread out over en area of 2 arcminules.

In summary, | had a blasl! | hedn't tried for an object thet faint in ten i
years - make that 121 The thrill of the hunt, the good friends, the fervor and =
love of the sky which was in evidence - a1l these contributed to o very
satistying experience, one that | won't soon forgel. And Lo pHalley, the
“object” that | prabsbly, slmost surely, possibly, nearly certainly, not quite

e =olutely, maybe, somewhat positively, 958 saw: you've been brighter, but
| Y never been more fun
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- 13mm Negler, the sighting wuns, in my opininﬂ: very probable, but not

2 sbsalutely definite. And the only reason that | say not absolutely definite is
7 154 thet on his 1ast attempt, Bob could not see the comet, though he pendered
the field for & very long time. He had noticed something there earlier, bul
he didn't see it the last lime. Everything else that was said, every
description thet was made, seemed to confirm the fect that | did, indeed,

- : see Halley's comet on this date. However, Bob is the finest, most careful
observer | have ever known and {f he didn't see il the last time, | am given
to caution. What | saw, | will now describe.

| was not femilisr with the field slars, the limiting magnitude of the
telescope, or the field of view of the t3mm eyepiece, so, obviously, | was at

: /. / somewhst of & disadventage. The field, as it pertained 1o our obeervations,
consisted of six sters. Two of the stars formed a short, horizontal line, snd

7 we used Lhe leftmost of these as Lhe cenler of a clockfsece. The rightmost,

" then, by this method, would lie st 3 o'clock. There was a double star 6t 8:30

<% a1 about one and a half times the distance between the two, and a single
star sl 6 o'clock shoul two and one half times the same distance Also, &
- very feint star was in the field. If 8 right triangle were made with the
central “clock” ster at one of the three points end the double being ot
s another, this faint star would be at the right angle point. it was here,
initially, that | noted the diffuse "object” As a side nole, ol the other
=tars showed on David's star map, bul this faint one was not shown.

In four separate viewings, | saw the “object” each time, although not
consistently. It faded in and out of view, mainly out. If ever there was an
abject et the limit of visiblility, this was itl The second of my four
viewings wes the best. | sew the “ebject” four times, the longest duretion
of sighting being 4-5 seconds. In addition, and after several hours, | noted
some motion in comparing the first sighting with the lest. Initisily, the
“object” was superimposed over the {sint star described shave, bul during
my last viewing | noted that they were tolally separate, with the "object’
lying below the faint atar | 1ater learned that the appsrent motion | had
~heerved was northward (I didn't know the telescope orientetion well
encugh to tell independeatiy) This is the direction that pHalley 1S moving ia

st the snd of the seccion somewhe! sfter | am  we viewsd MI3,

-- =+ 5 gou moght guess, wes mervelgus The structars of thes clester is

- -—ztwng (s beheld in Dewid's fime 16-mch e sise sew the fgont geiey

~car tg this cluster |t wes sbowt the same megmitude s Halley Dut wss

"ot spreed out gver en ores of 2 arcminutes

in sumenery, | had 8 blast! | hedn't tried for en cbject thel feint in ten
jears - meke thet 12 The thrill of the hunt, the good friends, the ferver and
love of the sky which was in evidence - oll these contributed 1o 8 very
s3iisfying experience, one that | won't soon forgel. And 1o phaliey, Uie

"sbject” thet | probsbdiy, simost surely, possibly, nearly certsinly, not quite

<plutely, maybe, somewhst positively, 35% saw: you've been brighter, but
never heen more Turnl
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FERIDDIC COMET HALLEY (1982i)

W. Wisniewski, D. Levy, and U. Fink, Lunar and Flanetary Lab—
aratory, report that on éApr, 23.19 UT, P/Halley was at ml = {3.77 _
(L,9-m reflector, Mt. Lemmon, red filter, aperture 16"}, compared _ 7

with @i = 18,15 on HBpr. 20,17 tah increase of 1.38 mag in red),
contfirming the outburst indicated on IAUC 4371. Some fading was
noticed on Apr, 24.20. Total wvisual magnitude estimates: Apr,
28017, 12,3 tlevy, 05:2-0 reflectoriy 24.23, 12.58 (A. Hale, Las
Cruces, NM, 0.20-m reflector).
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