
Sr. D. J .R . Colli ns

TORONTO.

My dear Mr. Collins:

I received your le t te r  of the 15th in st ,

and I was very sorry about the death of dear Mr. Lumsden. I f  

i t  is  no trouble for you, please present my condolence to the 

family of Mr. Lumsden. I shall be very much obliged to you.

Also I should lik e  to have a photograph of Mr. Lumsden to be 

published in our B u lletin ,

My wife and myself are very much obliged to you for our 

nomitation as Honorary members of your Honorab  le  Society.

I w ill do my best in order to write as soon as possib le the  

paper you want, for one of the f ir s t  meetings of 1904.

I am, dear Mr. Collins,

Address:

Calle de Cocheras No 2.





Mr J. R. C o l l i n s

S e c r e t a r y  Royal Astronomical  S o c i e t y  Toronto 

Toronto,  Ont.

Dear S i r ,

Can you give me any information r e l a t i v e  to the d i s t a n c e s  

at  which the meteori t e  which f e l l  near Shelburne in August of t h i s  year  

was observed? I Know of one ins tance  in which i t  was d i s t i n c t l y  seen 

at  a d i st anc e  of between seventy  f i v e  and e i g h t y  mi les  but I am i n 

c l i ne d to t hink that  i t  may have been seen at  g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s  than 

t h i s .  I have been i n s t r u c t e d  to prepare a s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  r e l a t i n g  

to t h i s  s u bj ec t  f o r  the forthcoming Summary Report of t h i s  Department 

and would be g l ad to a v a i l  y  mysel f  of  any i n f o rm a t ion which you may

be in a p o s i t i o n  to i m p a r t  to me.

Yours ve ry  t r u l y







U c c le, le 20 Aout 1906.



J.R.Collins, Esq.,
23 North St.,

Toronto, Ont.

Dear Sir:-

I enclose herewith a letter from 

Prof. Dr, P.Stroobant, requesting infor

mation as to the recent work of the Royal 

Astronomical Society, and proposing to 

put the Society on the exchange list of 

the Royal Observatory of Belgium on receipt 

of the desired information.

Yours truly,



October 1 , 190 6 .

J .R .C o ll in s ,  E s q .,

which you are kind enough to  requ e st  me to  

prepare a paper fo r  the Royal Astronomic a l  

S o c ie ty  for the p resen t y e a r . I r e g re t  

e x c ee d in g ly  th a t p ressu re  o f  work here w i l l  

prevent my doing t h i s .  I t r u s t  however a t  

some o th er  tim e to  be able to  meet your 

r e q u e s t .

23 North St
Toronto, Ont.

Dear S ir : -

I have your n ote  o f  Sept 14 , in

Yours truly.



OBSERVATOIRE ROYAL
DE

B E L G I Q U E

C O M I T E D E  B I B L I O G R A P H I E
ET

D’ E T U D E S  A S T R O N O M I Q U E S

Adresse :
M . LE P r o f .  Dr P. STROOBANT

ASTRONOM E A L’OBSERVATOIRE ROYAL

UCCLE (BELGIQUE)

U ccle, le 25 octobre 1906..









G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  o f  C a n a d a ,

A. P. LOW, DEPUTY HEAD AND DIRECTOR



a n d  t h e  B e l g i a n  A s t r o n o m i c a l  S o c i e t y .)







D e p a r t m e n t of the I n terior,
THE O BSERVATORY,

Ottawa,.  Dec 14....  1906







The Mayor o f  Toronto r e g r e t s  

e x c e e d in g ly  t h a t  th e  p r e ssu re  o f  work in c id e n t  

t o  th e  In au gu ra tion  o f  th e  new C ouncil p r e v e n ts  

h is  a ccep ta n ce  o f  th e  v ery  k ind  in v i t a t io n  o f  th e  

P r e s id e n t  and C ouncil o f  th e  Royal A stron om ica l 

So c ie t y  o f  Canada, to  t h e i r  Annual At-Home, to  

be held  on Thursday, January 3 th , in  th e  

S o c ie t y ' s  rooms, 198 C o lle g e  s t r e e t .

J .  R. C o l l in s ,  E s q .,
S e c r e ta r y , Royal A stron om ica l S o c ie ty  o f  Canada,  

198 C o lleg e  S t r e e t ,  C it y .

January 4th, 1907.



G O V E R N M E N T  HOUSE  

T O R O N T O .







Please address any reply to “ T h e  
D e p u t y  M i n is t e r , Education De
partment, Toronto,” quoting also 
Number and Date.

(Form 50a—2,000—Dec., 1906.)

Toronto, Jan. 5/07.

Dear Mr. Chant:
I would he pleased to accept the 

kind invitation which has been sent me, to 
the "At Home" of the Astronomical Society, if 
it were not for a previous engagement made 
for that evening, the 8th.

I am,

Yours sincerely,

Prof. C. A. Chant,
University of Toronto,

Queen's Park,
Toronto.



A S S E S S M E N T  S Y S T E M .

THE CANADIAN ORDER OF THE

WOODMEN OF THE WORLD,
L o n d o n , - - C a n a d a .

W. S .  HARRISON, M. D. 
H e a d  P h y s i c i a n ,

33 BORDEN STREET.

T o r o n t o ,



W E S T O N  W E T H E R B E E

SH E R IF F  OF O RLEANS COUNTY.

BELL PHONE 12 A. HOME PHONE 2081.

A l b i o n , N .  Y . ,  J a n u a r y  1 5  1 9 0 7



Memorandum
FROM THE

REV. J. T. W . CLARIDGE, M.A., F.R.A.S.
( M e m b e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s t r o n o m i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n , 

a n d  t h e  B e l g i a n  A s t r o n o m i c a l  S o c i e t y .)



H a r v a r d  C o l l e g e  O b s e r v a t o r y .

C a m b r i d g e , Ma s s a c h u s e t t s . 

U  . S . A .



H a r v a r d  C o l l e g e  O b s e r v a t o r y , 

C a m b r i d g e , M a s s .

M a r c h  1 1 t h  1907



Dear Mr.Collins,

I duly received your  letter with respect to postal arrange

ments in connection with the publications of our Society. I see by the 

papers that Dr.Coulter,the Deputy Postmaster General,is in Washington,but 

immediately on his return I will see him and do my best to have the arrange 

ment you suggest carried out.

I must thank you for the invitation to Professor Rutherford's lecture 

which you have been kind enough to send me. I fear,however,that I will not 

be able to avail myself of it.

Yours very truly,

J.R.Collins,Esq.,

Secretary,Royal Astronomical Society,

Toronto,Ontario.





Ottawa, April 13th, 1907.

Dear Sir:-
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your telegram 

of the 13th instant respecting a grant for the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada.

In reply I beg to say that there is no arrangement 
which guarantees grants of this kind to be annual. I will dis
cuss with ray colleagues the question of continuing the grant 
for the present year. It must, however, be understood that all 
grants of this kind are discretionary with the Government.

Yours faithfully,

J. R. Collins, Esq., 
Toronto.



Dear Mr.Collins,

I have yours of the 13th instant. We have succeeded in

getting $1000 revoted this year. I could not manage $2000, as the question

came up too late for discussion and in the circumstances I think we are
/

lucky to get $1000 as it was very nearly forgotton.

The Society should make an application through Dr.King at a reason

able time before the opening of next session,and I dare say we can get 

the grant increased. I think the leading steps should,however,be taken 

by Dr.King,as it pertains directly to his official position as Chief 

Astronomer to the Government. I of course will back it up in every way 

that I can.

Yours sincerely,

J.R.Collins,Esq.,

198 College Street,

Toronto,Ontario.



Dear Sir,

I have your letter of the 12th inst., asking that 
the Gov erment grant to your Society be increased to $2,000 
for the coming year, and I notice that you are apprehensive the 
grant m ay n ot be inclu ded at all in  t h e  Estimates.

year beginning 1st inst., have not been brought down, but will
likely be made public within a day o r  t w o .  Until they are so
published, it would be permissible t h at I should give any in
formation with regard to their contents, and I can say nothing
with respect to the grant to your Society except that it is by
no means to be considered a regular or permanent annual grant.
It is simply a matter to be considered each year when the Esti
mates are being prepared, and with regard to the year new cur
rent, I can only say that the subject of a grant to your So-

I may say that th e Supplementary Estimates for the

^not

ciety is under consideration.
I remain,

J.R.Collins,Esq.
Secretary Royal Astronomical 

198 College St.--Toronto



Dear Mr.Collins,

When getting the vote of $1000

through the other day I sent the first volume of 

the Journals of the Association in to Council to 

Mr.Fielding and have not seen it since. Could you 

without trouble send me another copy. I could 

return you a copy of volume II,of which I have 

two numbers.

Yours very truly

J. R. Collins,Esq.,

198 College Street,

Toronto,Ontario.



D epart m ent of the Interior,
THE OBSERVATORY,





Ottawa, Canada, May 1 3 th ,1 9 07.

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary, R. A. S. C.,

23 North St, Toronto.
Dear Mr. Collins,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 
11th instant, enclosing report of the Society for the 
past year, which I will duly present to the Royal 
Society to-morrow.

Yours very truly,



Ottawa, Canada, July 6th, 1907.----------

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
23 North St.,

Toronto, Ont.
Dear Mr. Collins,

I am sorry not to have been able to send 
you the "notes" asked for in your letter of the 5th 
June. The fact is that I had nothing new in regard 
to the Boundary Surveys, or the Geodetic Survey?which would 
he of general interest, and I depended upon the other 
people to send the astronomical notes. I hope to have 
something for the next issue. I leave for the west in 
a few days for a tour of inspection of the boundary 
survey on the 49th parallel,

I am sending you herewith the suggestions of 
our Section in reference to the Constitution of the 
Society. The idea is to have the astronomical work 
in the hands of the Sections and the general 
management in the hands of the Council, which is 
quite distinct from the Sections. Through the Council 
is made large, so as to provide full representation 

for the Sections, if they wish to use it, the quorum 
is small.

Yours very truly,



Constitution suggested for the R. A. S. C. by the 
Ottawa Section.

NAME.
The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.

OBJECTS.
(As in draft).

COUNCIL.
The governing body of the Society shall be a Council, 

composed of representatives of the Sections (hereinafter pro
vided for), namely, the President and Secretary of each 
Section and one elected representative for each 50 members 
or fraction thereof. The Council may, as hereinafter 
provided, add to its number,
DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL.

The Council shall have general oversight
of the affairs of the Society - etc., etc. Five members
of the Council shall form a quorum.
OFFICERS.

The officers of the Society shall be an Honorary 
President, a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, 
a Treasurer, and an Editor. They shall be elected annually 
by the Council, but not necessarily from their own 
number. Any persons not already members of the Council 
so elected by the Council to office, shall become and be 
during their terms of office, full members of the Council. 
MEMBERSHIP.

Note. The sections referring to Active and 
Honorary Members to stand as they are, providing however 
that Honorary Members are to be elected by the Council of the 
Society, and Active Members to be elected by the Sections, 
after nomination by two members, and approved by the



Executive Committee of the Section. The manner of election 
shall he provided for in the By-Laws of the Section.

The election of Honorary Members may be by the 
Council of the Society, by ballot,(through the mail). No 
necessity for referring it to the general membership.

Expulsion of an Active member, leave clause as it 
stands, but give the power of expulsion to the member's 
own Section.
FEES.

Add to Clause XIV that a Member elected before 1st 
September shall pay for the whole year.

Clause XVI, the Executive Committee of his Section 
may erase his name.
SECTIONS.

At any place where there is not already a Section 
established, 10 or more persons may, with the sanction 
of the Council, form a section of the Society.

A section may make its own By-Laws, not in
consistent with the Constitution of the Society.

Each Section shall be presided over by an Officer 
to be elected by them, who shall be designated President 
of the Section. The Section may elect such other officers 
as they may provide for in their By-Laws, who shall with the 
President of the Section, form a body to be known as 
the Executive Committee of the Section.
AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION.

This Constitution shall be
amended only after reference to all Active Members of the 
Society. The vote shall be taken by ballot, through the 
mail, and the concurrence of two-thirds of those voting 
shall be necessary to carry the amendment.



Departm ent of the In te r io r ,
THE OBSERVATORY,

Ottaw a ,





Department of the Interior,
THE O BSERVATORY,

Otta w a ,.







Department of the Interior,
TH E  OBSERVATORY,

Ottaw a ,







Ottawa, Canada, S ep te mber----27th,  -1907--.

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary,

R. A. S. C.,
23 North St.,

Toronto, Ont.
Dear Mr. Collins,

The Executive Committee of our Section 
at a meeting held last night asked me to write to you to 
enquire whether the Council has considered our proposals 
in relation to the Constitution of the Society. As we 
expect to resume our meetings in a short time, we should 
like to have something definite for the consideration 
of the Section.

Yours very truly,



O c t .  1st, 1907. Ottawa, Canada,. ............................................

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary, Royal Astronomical 

Society of Canada,
Toronto, Ont.

Dear Sir,
Ibeg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

of the 28th ultimo, informing me that the matter of the 
proposed changes in the constitution of the Society will be 
before Council on the 30th Sept. and that you will advise me 
as to the result.

Yours truly,





Ottawa, Canada Oct. 5th, 1907.

J. R. Collins, Esq., 
Secretary, Royal Astronomical Soc. of Canada, 

Toronto, Ont.
Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant informing me that no action was taken on the 
question of the revision of the Constitution of the Society 
at the last meeting, as the Committee having that matter in 
hand had not yet reported.

Yours very truly,



My Dear Mr.Collins:-
I return herewith draft of proposed new constitution

Re.Sec.XV - I certainly do not think that sections should 
elect vice Presidents and members of Council without the 
approval of the "headquarters executive". This is "business 
affecting the Society as a whole",and should be subject to 
Sec.IV. Sections might make suggestions,or elect officers 
subject to the confirmation of a "genereal meeting".

I also object to each section electing a member of coun
cil for every 60 members. A combination of sections might
thus come to control the policy of the Society - if they voted -
and if they dont vote what is the use of them. How could such
members attend meetings of council anyway? Section XV gives
sections an independence of action not possessed by the
headquarters executive.

Re.electing a non-resident President- note S e c , X X I  .  

Dr.Chant suggested that if the President could not preside 
at our meetings the Vice could act. The harping back to this 
matter of a non-resident President is significant,in my 
opinion.

I think if you will read the constitution over carefully 
you will see that it quite alters the present status of the 
Toronto society. This is the crux of the whole matter in 
dispute. It now remains for us to say whether we wish to take 
such a step. Personally I should feel seme regret at doing so.

Do not think,however,that we can adopt the enclosed 
constitution without admitting a radical change in our relation
to other sections of the Society



Broad and Green Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Oct, 29, 1907.

Mr. J . R . Collins, Sec.,
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,

North St. 23, Toronto, Canada.
Dear Sir:-

Kindly inform me what volumes have been issued by your 
society and for what sum we can receive them from you.

Director of the Observatory.



M A N O R A - S T E R N W A R T E

(Union postale universelle).

Korrespondenz-Karte. 
(Carte postale.)

(Administration d’ Autriche).

An  ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

T O R O N T O ,  C a n a d a ,  
in........................................................................................



Gentlemen, You would oblige us by publishing the
following lines at the end of the "Notes" of the next 
number of your "Journal ". With my best thanks before-
hand r e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s

THE MANORA OBSERVATORY in Lussinpiccolo (A u s t r i a ) 
will cease to exist within several months. Among the 
instruments to be sold there is also the 7-in. equato
rial which was declared by 12 astronomers,who examined 
it, a unicum in perfection and performances. It enabl
ed Herr BRENNER to measure the companion of Sirius at 
a time when it was shown only by the Lick refractor 
(dist. 3".74) and the star B79 (dist. 0".54), to dis-
cover 200 new objects on Mars, it showed all satellit
es of Uranus, Mars, Neptune and the 8 older of Saturn 
and hundreds of markings on Venus and Mercury.













Ottaw a  ,  Nov 8..............  1907















O tta w a ,  C a n a d a ,  November 19th, 1907.

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary,

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
College Avenue,

Toronto, Ont.
Sir,

On the 26th October last you sent me for consideration 
by the Ottawa members of the Royal Astronomical Society 
of Canada a draft of a proposed revision of the constitution 
of the Society, which had been prepared by a Committee 
appointed for that purpose.

In reply I beg to say that the matter has received careful 
consideration, and that I have been requested by the 
Executive Committee of our local organization to say that 
the provisions of the constitution, which relate to the 
government of the Society, are not satisfactory to them, and 
to refer you again to my letter of the 6th July last and to 
the suggestions therewith enclosed. While there are among 
those suggestions some which deal with matters of detail to 
which we attach no special importance, there are certain 
fundamental principles which we wish to have recognized.



Ottawa, Canada,................

- 2-

Those principles are:
1, That the governing bodies of the society shall be 

the Council and the Sections.
2. That the arranging for, and the conduct of, meetings

for the discussion of scientific matters shall be in the 
hands of the local groups, or so-called Sections.

3. That the sections shall have control of their own 
affairs, independently of the Council, but subject to 
by-laws which have been approved by Council.

4. That the Council shall have the direction of the 
general affairs of the Society, and shall have no concern 
with the internal affairs of any section, so long as that 
Section continues to observe the constitution.

. I am to request that you will lay this letter before
the Council of the Society at its next meeting, and that a
definite reply, stating whether the Council does or does not 
agree to these four propositions, may be sent me at an 
early date, so that we may shape our course accordingly.

On behalf of the members of the Society residing at 
Ottawa.

I am, Sir 
Your obedient servant.



Ottawa, C anada, N ovem ber...26th . 1 9 0 7 .

J. R. Collins, Esq.,
Secretary,

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
College Street,

Toronto, Ont.
Sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
23rd instant.

With regard to the specific point you refer to, the 
question of removal of the headquarters of the Society, I have 
to say that it is not the wish of any of the members residing 
here, so far as I know, to remove the headquarters from their 
present location, nor to introduce into the constitution any 
provision which will enable a removal to be made easily, or 
without the fullest consideration by the members of the 
society and their approval as indicated by a decisive majority 
We are willing to agree to a provision in the Constitution 
which shall guard against any hasty action in this respect.

We do not however think that the Article 28, which you 
mention, is a proper provision, as regards such an amendment, 
or any amendment to the constitution. Three weeks are not 
sufficient to ensure full consideration, or to bring out the 
views of a widely scattered membership.

Furthermore, Article 28 is one (perhaps the principal one



O tta w a ,  C a n a d a , ........................

- 2-

of the articles of the proposed constitution to which we 
find most objection from the view-point of outside members. 
Whatever guarantee there may be in the constitution of the 
rights of members away from headquarters may be swept away, 
on short notice, by a two-thirds majority, not of the 
membership, but of those present at a meeting, which members 
living at a distance cannot, generally,attend.

V/ith reference to the first proposition set forth in 
my letter of the 19th instant, that the "governing bodies" 
of the Society shall be the Council and the Sections, we 
wish to be understood as meaning that these bodies shall 
govern according to a Constitution, which will distinctly 
define the powers of both the Council and the Sections.

Among the other things, the Constitution will state 
where the headquarters of the Society are to be. The Coun
cil will have no power to change this, or any other, 
provision of the Constitution. It will probably be advisable 
to provide for making changes, which the future may show 
to be necessary. These changes will have to be made by the 
membership. The manner in which the will of the members 
in that regard shall be expressed may be discussed at a 
later stage.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant.



462 Sherbrooke Street W. 
Montreal.




